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Reading: Of wood and trees
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Environmentalists against the environment in the
Evergreen state
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[1] Ask an economist how best to reduce pollution,
and the chances are that they will recommend taxing
carbon emissions. And with good reason: doing so
should encourage markets to find the least costly
way to reduce pollution, something governments
will struggle to discover themselves. In November
Washington State’s voters will decide whether their
state should mimic neighbouring British Columbia's
carbon tax, after a grass-roots campaign put the
proposal on the_ballot. It would be the first such
America. You  might  think
environmentalists would unite behind such a
pathbreaking effort. Instead, many oppose it.
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[2] Initiative 732, as it is known, would tax carbon
emissions at a rate reaching $25-a-ton in 2018 and
then rising by 3.5% plus inflation every year, to a
maximum of $100 in 2016 dollars. Today's levy in
British Columbia is C$30 (23$) a ton. As in the

The chances are... k8. XiF. &4
chances (n.) [£3] (TRMEKRMHEH eg.
Chances are (that) he has already left there.
R EHEFARET
Mimic (vt.) B4F
e.g. The computer doesn't mimic human
thought. IHAAALGR T A KK B4,
(n) B
e.g. At school I was a good mimic.
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Grass-roots (adj.) £ 28, ERH
e.g. You have to join the party at grassroots
level from what I understand.

TR TR, b EEAENL.
Ballot (n.) L& HRE

e.g. The result of the ballot will not be known
for two weeks. AR it 4 R F W) 4RI
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Pathbreaking (adj.) 78|k
e.g. a pathbreaking scholar —/M4 F-4a45
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- heartbreaking (adj.) A~ A &FER)
- backbreaking (adj.) &¥% &y
- breathtaking (adj.) A A %8
Oppose (v.) K3t
opposite (adj.) 8/ #
opposer (n.) R*t#
opponent (n.) Rt¥. ztF
opposition (n.) R#t. #tc
Initiative (n.) 18X, #EXEA
(n.) FE 3 MR take the initiative in doing
something F L%
e.g.a government initiative to help exporters
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Canadian province, the proceeds would be recycled
into tax cuts elsewhere. The sales tax would fall from
6.5% to 5.5%. Low-income workers will get a tax

rebate. And, to help placate affected businesses,

manufacturing taxes would fall.
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[3] Yoram Bauman, who heads the Yes campaign
(and who somehow makes his living by performing
economics-themed stand-up comedy) proudly notes
that three Republican state legislators support the
initiative, and that it has not attracted the well-
funded opposition from the oil lobby that a revenue-
raising proposal might. Unfortunately, the price of
that has been to alienate  left-wing
environmentalists, who are loth to give up the

opportunity to use a carbon tax to fund new
spending.
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[4] Their favoured projects include ideas to reduce
emissions further, such as improving public
transport. This is necessary, they say, because of the
source  of Washington’s  pollution. Clean
hydroelectric power accounts for almost three-

-> to collect or assess money that is due.
e.g. levy a tax on tobacco 4 3EAERL

Proceeds (n.) [£3%] &%, 4%
net proceeds 4
e.g. The proceeds of the concert went to
charity. F 5 2HPRANL T HENM.
Sales tax 44 &5
Rebate (n. & v.) BT
tax rebate iRf
R
- tax return
- refund (.5 3R 3K)
Placate (vt.) it
e.g. He smiled, and made a gesture intended
toplacateme. #AKKL T —TF , # 7 —/NEE
TR T
placatory (adj.) Z&3tHy

Stand-up comedy fit© %
Lobby (n.) &R (v) AFHKILES)
lobbyist (n.) ##L4, HLE
Price (n.) RH
e.g. Willingness to work is the price of
success. JRIHIARMNE TAF L A 500 FaK
Alienate (v.) 4 #iiZ (from)
e.g. The Romantic poets were alienated from
society. FR 2R R IKBITFAAT S AL HLT.
Loth /lau0/ (adj.) = loath FEEH, %iEM
-> reluctant 7 J& & #4
e.g. He was loath to admit his mistake.
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quarters of the Evergreen state’s electricity
production. As a result, transport is the biggest
source of pollution. The estimated 25 cents that the
initiative would add to the price of a gallon of petrol
in 2018 seems unlikely to change driving habits.
However, a recent study by Werner Antweiler and
Sumeet Gulati at the University of British Columbia
contradicts this argument, finding that the carbon
tax there has encouraged people to buy more fuel-
efficient cars, helping to reduce gas-guzzling by 7%
per person.
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[5] Left-wing groups also insist that climate policy
should include new spending on those worst
affected by climate change. Near coastal Seattle, this
means poor non-white neighbourhoods which are
more vulnerable to flooding, and because they are
nearer roads, have dirtier air, explains Ellicott Dandy
of OneAmerica, a lobby group. As a reason to oppose
the initiative, however, these too is unconvincing:

any group that is disproportionately harmed by
climate change should also benefit the most from the

emission reductions.
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Petrol #Aj#
Fuel-efficient (adj.) b3 %50
Gas-guzzling (adj.) JE5 R

Those worst affected
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Be vulnerable to & 3% %
Unconvincing (adj.)
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Disproportionately (adv.)
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proportion (n.) bR, EH

e.g. obtain a proportion of the profit
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portion (n.) —&f4a. —AMH

e.g. order two portions of chicken
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[6] More compelling is an urge to compensate or

retrain workers in energy intensive industries who
might lose their jobs as a result of the tax. But those

who suffer because of market forces or technological
change get little government help: it is oddly
particular of environmentalists to hold up green
policies on this basis, rather than arguing separately

for, say, wage insurance.
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[7] The debate is ill-tempered. Mr. Bauman did not

get things off to a good start in 2015 when he

) “

complained about the left’s “unyielding desire to tie
everything to bigger government” and “willingness
to use race and class as political weapons in order to
pursue that desire”. Members of one environmental
group, the Sierra Club, performed a parliamentary
manoeuvres worthy of Ted Cruz: an attempt to

change the group's position from “do not support” to

a more neutral stance was thwarted with help from

Robert’s Rules of Order.
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[8] There are some problems with the initiative. It
might encourage some businesses exposed to trade,

such as aluminium manufacturers, simply to

Urge (v. &n.) A3}
e.g. I had an urge to visit Europe.
= motivation, motive need, desire

Retrain (v.) F)I%. #..AFHER

e.g. Even if the retraining effort succeeds,
some workers are bound to lose out.
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Energy-intensive industry #tF % & 2 4 b
Labor-intensive industry 773} %5 5 2 4> b
Technology-intensive industry
HRE LR A

0ddly particular (of) =t.. k348 5] 4%

Hold up ##%. FHJE
e.g. The traffic was held up by an accident.
B3R B AR Ak 2R

Ill-tempered (adj.) Z#% K 2hekty, Fiki

Get things off to a good start H —ANF# I35

Unyielding (adj.) B3k, R
unyielding attitude 7 W89 45 B
unyielding stance 2 € #1323

nT

unyielding determination "2 5 4 # kv
Manoeuvre = maneuver (v. & n. )R %475,
2 N

e.g. Politicians maneuvered for position.
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Neutral (adj.) Py, PEH
AR M E, FIEAEBRL 4T T
“RETT A E IR, A market that displays
neither bullish nor bearish tendencies.
- A% 47 bull, AT bear
Thwart (v.) FE3%
thwarted (adj.) &L
thwarted attempts ( LAY 2%, )
( ZTEaiRl)
(ZHep e )
Prevented/blocked/frustrated

thwarted plans
thwarted ambitions
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Aluminium (n.) 4% =~ aluminum



relocate to a different state. But environmentalists
would be mad to pass up the opportunity the high
turnout of a presidential election year presents to
pass green initiatives—especially one as desirable as
a carbon tax.
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Glossary

Words and phrases

Relocate (v.) i# Relocation (n.) #if
+ relocate to a new city ( #3iEZ|FrmH )
*  business relocation ( 4k #%iF )
+ forced to relocate ( #i8#tit )
Passup ¥, #d (&)

» passupachance ( ZHFHL)

+  passup an offer ( X FFEN )
Bl X F ik

* missouton

* letslip

e turn down

turnout (n.) {EE, K5

Business terms

Mimic Vulnerable Inflation

Initiative Disproportionate | Proceeds

Levy Retrain Sales tax

Placate [ll-tempered Tax rebate

Alienate Unyielding Energy intensive industry
Loth Neutral Wage insurance
Hydroelectric Thwart

Gas-guzzling Aluminium



Business knowledge: Measures to tackle climate change
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Carbon footprint % & 7

A carbon footprint is the measure of the environmental
impact of a particular individual or organization'’s lifestyle
or operation, measured in units of carbon dioxide (CO2).
A carbon footprint is composed of two parts, a primary
and secondary footprint. The primary footprint is a sum of
the direct carbon dioxide emissions of burning of fossil
fuels like domestic energy consumption by furnaces and
waters heaters, and transportation, like automobiles and
airplane travel. The secondary footprint is the sum of
indirect emissions associated with the manufacture and
breakdown of all products, services and food an individual
or business consumes.
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Carbon pricing % €

Carbon pricing—the method favored by many economists
for reducing global-warming emissions—charges those
who emit CO; for their emissions. That charge, called a
carbon price, is the amount that must be paid for the right
to emit one ton of COz into the atmosphere. Carbon pricing
usually takes the form either of the carbon tax or a
requirement to purchase permits to emit, generally

known as cap-and-trade, but also called “allowances”.
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Measure (n.) 45, At
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- indicator
- index

Manufacture and breakdown
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Allowance (n.) 3. B, EAK
e.g. an allowance of $10000 a year
HEAN 1 7 E T
e.g. a monthly allowance
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Carbon tax %t

A carbon tax is a tax levied on the carbon content of fuels.

It is a form of carbon pricing. Carbon is present in every
hydrocarbon fuel (coal, petroleum, and natural gas) and
converted to COz and other products when combusted. In
contrast, non-combustion _energy sources—wind,
sunlight, geothermal, hydropower and nuclear—do not
convert hydrocarbons to CO;. Since greenhouse gas
emissions caused by the combustion of fossil fuels are
closely related to the carbon content of the respective
fuels, a tax on these emissions can be levied at any point
in the product cycle of the fuel.
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Cap and trade TRZ %X 3

Emissions trading or cap and trade is a government-
mandated, market-based approach to controlling
pollution by providing economic incentives for achieving
reductions in the emissions of pollutants. Cap and trade
schemes are a type of flexible environmental regulation
that allows organizations to decide how best to meet
policy targets. Various countries, states and groups of
companies have adopted such trading systems, notably for

mitigating climate change.
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Levy (n. & v.) 4B ( B3k, Jisk%)

to collect or assess money that is due.
e.g. levy a tax on tobacco 4 EAEHL
Hydrocarbon fuel # 2 1t4 ¥4

Non-combustion energy sources
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Cap (n.) &E. REHRA
Mandate (v.) #&#|#AT. A
Economic incentives % 3f #ksh5 #i
Pollutant (n.) 75 £ 5

- pollute (v.) 75 %

- pollution (n.) 77 4

- polluter (n.) 77 48
Scheme (n.) #HXl, 7%, %%

R WU AU

mechanism, plan, framework
Notably (adv.) £ X

-> particularly, especially
Mitigate climate change K% S &% 4L
Tackle climate change RS 1% &AL
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